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or longtime Maui lovers, mention of The
Kapalua Bay Hotel (one of the original Rock
Resorts) will bring back fond memories.
Built in the late 1970s, it was one of Maui’s
first luxury resorts, set on an exquisite point
of land with sweeping views of the islands of
Lanai and Molokai and at its feet the magnificent Kapalua Bay,
once lauded by The New York Times as, “a crescent of teal water
edged in black lava rocks—worthy of superlatives like Maui’s, and
even America’s, ‘best beach.’” As the decades passed, the landscape remained awe-inspiring, but the hotel lost some of its luster
and its relatively small, intimate guest rooms could not compete
with the massive new resorts being built all over the island.
In the mid 2000s, the day had finally come to bid adieu to The
Kapalua Bay Hotel. In its place a plan was conceived for RitzCarlton Residences.Thoughtful architects and builders created an
arc of towers interconnected by lush gardens that echoed the footprint of the Kapalua Bay Hotel—in essence celebrating the best of
what the old hotel had done well and mixing it with the comforts
that the modern luxury traveler has come to expect. Alas, as with
so many things in life, timing is key, and the timing of the new

Ritz-Carlton Residences couldn’t have been worse. The economy
crashed just as the property was about to be unveiled.
Fast-forward a few years, and Montage Hotels & Resorts had
taken over the property—and following a top-to-bottom
remodel, it reopened last June. It seems everything the Montage
team touches is perfection defined, and such is the case with the
sparkling new Montage Hotel & Residences at Kapalua Bay. The
resort is once again alive with casual elegance and the superb service for which Montage is treasured throughout the world. And
visitors are taking notice: the new Residences at the Montage
(there are only 54 of these coveted units) have quickly become
some of the most sought-after pieces of real estate in Hawaii.
Each 3- and 4-bedroom Residence is a rarity, offering generous private lanais and expansive ocean views, all nestled in one of
Hawaii’s largest nature preserves with easy access to stunning
white sand beaches, two marine sanctuaries, miles of hiking
trails, and two legendary championship golf courses.
To reach a Montage Residence, you walk through the property’s gardens to an elegant tower. A private elevator takes you to
the Residence’s own private floor. Upon entering, you are immediately struck by the gracious architecture. Ceilings are tall, hallways

Dramatic, oversized sliding glass doors pull
back to create exquisite indoor/outdoor
spaces throughout the Montage Residences.
The kitchens are stocked with top-of-the-line
appliances and the master suites all have lanai
access and ocean views.
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All of the Montage Residences boast jawdropping views of the Pacific with the islands
of Lanai and Molokai in the distance. Exclusive
services available to Montage Residences
homeowners include travel and transportation
arrangements, valet parking, luggage and
sports equipment, shipping and unpacking,
grocery stocking, dining and spa reservations,
catering, business services, childcare, entertaining and event planning assistance, and all
activity bookings. The staff can also arrange
housekeeping and maintenance services.

are wide, and gorgeous wide-planked hardwoods have been used throughout. Your eye
can easily be dazzled by these details, but then you hear it—the Pacific is calling from
the lanai (and lanai is the proper term here, not balcony). Depending on the Residence,
the lanais at the Montage range from 628 square feet to 1,000 square feet. Spectacular
floor-to-ceiling glass doors slide away to promote indoor/outdoor living at its best.
Austin-based interior designer Kari Demond, whose work has been celebrated in
countless publications, was tapped to create the model Residences at The Montage and
it’s easy to understand why. Demond’s interiors blend contemporary themes with a
decided nod to the land’s heritage and roots. A world traveller, Demond informs her
work with a global sensibility. “I never want anything to appear cookie cutter,” she says
emphatically. Instead, her rooms are unique and sophisticated.
For the Montage Residences, Demond’s spaces are Hawaiian, modern, elegant, and
thoroughly livable. She says, “I believe that a well-designed room must appeal to all the
senses, as well as function for the client’s needs. It must be beautiful, comfortable, and
logistically appropriate. A home is to be lived in as well as admired.” Demond knows
that the key to achieving this design balance is listening to her clients. In addition to the
models she has designed at the Montage Residences at Kapalua Bay, a number of the
new homeowners have enlisted Demond’s expertise to imbue their recent purchases
with the spirit of Aloha.
Soaking in the sun and the vista from mauka (mountain) to makai (ocean) to pictureperfect Kapalua Bay Beach from the lanai of one of these extraordinary homes is nothing short of nani koko (supremely beautiful). ◆
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