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A RESPECT FOR THE LAND GUIDES THE DESIGN OF A MONTANA RANCH

“Each structure is unique, but the
common thread is the way the
buildings relate to the site,” archi-
tect Nick Fullerton says of the Mon-
tana ranch he created with designer
Kari Demond for Tom and Lynn
Meredith. OpposiTe: The entrance
to the guesthouse’s mudroom.

ABOVE: “We wanted the great room
to be spacious, a gathering place
for guests,” says Fullerton. Carlos
de la Puente Antiques lamps are on
the console and at left. National
Upholstering Company red chair
fabric. Ann Sacks limestone coun-
tertop at right. Beauvais rug.

way from the main highways,

western Montana looks much

as it did when Lewis and Clark

first set eyes on its soaring
peaks and crystal trout streams almost
200 years ago. Nowhere is this truer
than along a nine-mile stretch of the
Blackfoot River where, some years ago,
six like-minded couples each acquired
a parcel of virgin land with the un-
derstanding that the property would be
developed according to the strict terms
of a conservancy agreement. Four of
these couples, including Tom and Lynn
Meredith, turned to the stewardship of

the Montana Land Reliance, a nonprof-
it land trust committed to conservation
throughout the state.

“Bears sharpen their claws on our
back porch,” says Tom Meredith, “and
we see cougars. That’s how unspoiled
the area is, and our agreement with the
Land Reliance is designed to keep
things that way. Before we could close
escrow,” he continues, “the trust had to
approve our plans for the site. Every
structure had to be carefully integrated
into the landscape. All of the buildings
had to be at least 300 feet from the
river’s high-water mark, and once the
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design of a structure was approved, it
could never be significantly modified,
or replaced, unless it was destroyed by
fire or some other act of God.”

To undertake the task of creating a
ranch complex within these guidelines,
the couple called on native Montana
architect Nick Fullerton, who relished
the assignment.

“My personal interest is in creating
architecture that blends with the envi-
ronment, in terms of both materials and
how it is sited,” says Fullerton. “In order
to satisfy the trust’s requirements, that’s
precisely what we were required to do.”

The first building to be erected on
the sprawling, wooded lot was a barn.
The Merediths had the good fortune to
find an existing log structure, more than
a century old, which they had taken
apart, moved and reconstructed on a
base of native Chief Cliff stone. A roof
of recycled imbers and rusted corrugated
tin helped sustain the feeling of well-
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Asove: “The bed in the master bed-
room had to be massive so the ma-
sonry wouldn’t overwhelm it,” says
Demond. A Michael Workman
painting hangs at rear. Edelman arm-
chair leather. FJ Hakimian rug. Op-
pos1TE: The porch. Table and
chairs from Newel Art Galleries.

“The building’s size dictated the de-
sign, so the furnishings had to be
customized and scaled up to size,”
notes Fullerton. LEFr: Recessed
mirrors with hammered-steel frames
are above the countertop, from
Walker Zanger, in the master van-
ity. Ann Sacks copper basins.
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